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Introduction
During the 1960s, Japan hosted the 1964 Tokyo Olympics and the 1970 Osaka Exposition, two large events that required unprecedented support in terms of urban infrastructural development and the extensive mobilization of technical knowledge and organization at institutional level. Moreover, these two events occurred during a period when the Japanese planning system was transitioning from the logic of the large-scale organization, oriented towards the advancement of the nation, towards the organization of an approach to planning that addressed local demands more directly.
Planning for the Osaka Expo 70 occurred concomitantly with these efforts to enhance local autonomy and to democratize the process of urban planning. Essential to the advancement of these aims was the first revision of the general City Planning Law of 1968. This accompanied a new emphasis on regional development in the post-war period.
i During the early post-war period, the planning mechanisms were created to advance regional development, in the hope that this would result in a territorial organization that in itself would support national economic growth.
ii In these circumstances regional development was not aimed at the needs specified by local selfgoverning agendas but orientated towards a national policy of development.
Regional development during the post-war period was conceived of as spurring the fast recovery from war damage and the achievement of national economic growth.
Hence, local projects that could be linked to the project of national development might receive support from Central Government. An example of this is Japan's central government's promotion of the 1970 World Exhibition as a long-term planned project of national modernization and part of a larger comprehensive plan of regional integration intended to bring economical benefits at the local and national level. The promotion of the Expo took place during a transition period extending from the 1960s and 1980s when the toshikeikaku ('old planning system') was developing into the machizukuri ('new participatory planning system').
iii By investigating this historical period of transition from national large scale plans to a planning system that attended to local demands in Japan, this essay will examine the strategies used by the Kansai region iv to attract the 1970 and planning processes.
The 1970 Osaka Expo and the long-term planning projects of the Japanese government
The central government enthusiastically supported the use of mega events during the 1960s in order to advance the development of the country. Modern societies in the twentieth century, engaged in large-scale events were also interested in their cultural and political role to increase the nation's self-image in a contemporary world order. Japan's participation in international fairs begun in 1862 and a series of privately and locally organized exhibitions within its territory were inaugurated by the 1871 Kyoto Exhibition ix . The holding of an international exhibition was an aspiration of the Japanese central government, which had unsuccessfully planned such events in 1890, 1907, 1912 and 1935 , due especially to financial shortages. In 1940, the central government planned
an International Exhibition to receive around 45 million people in Tokyo and Yokohama, with the motif of celebrating the 2600th anniversary of the mythical foundation of archaic Japan. The site plan and the design of some of the buildings were completed and tickets had gone on sale when the event had to be cancelled because of the war.
x The war also 4 made it impossible to realize the Olympic Games, which had been planned to take place concomitantly in Tokyo.
In the postwar period the nationalist discourse that had pervaded earlier efforts to plan such events was replaced by a discourse of internationalization, and the advancement of peace and harmony. This was evident in the case of Osaka Expo 70.
Neverthelaess, several of the figures actively enrolled in the promotion of this mega event had also been actively involved in the planning of prewar events. In 1965 
Local specialists and the planning process
The regional strategy of bringing this great event to the Kinki region and at the same time shifting the national government's attention away from the Tokyo area was also reflected in the selection of local specialists during the implementation stage. Since the beginning of the twentieth century, the centralization of planning decisions inside central government circles had a deleterious impact upon planning expertise at lower tiers of government. xxvi However, the empowerment of local governments during the 1960s brought the modernization of planning capacity at the local level, for instance through the incorporation of trained statisticians, planners, computer specialists, and others whose technical skills were needed for the development of master plans. xxvii The inclusion of local specialists in the planning of a national project was instrumental in allowing the former to voice local demands before central government bureaucrats. It also allowed local specialists to understand the executive functioning of the central planning apparatus.
In this context, Kansai local governments not only succeeded in bringing the event to the region, but also in advancing local specialists into key positions in the planning process. The ability to attract the event to this location, the role of the chosen region as a strategic area for regional development, and the insistence upon incorporating local specialists in the process reaffirmed the strategic value of the great event for local development. The Tokyo Olympics facilities had cost a total of one trillion yen, considering the amount spent during the five-year period following 1959 (and including the construction of highways and the New Tokaido shinkansen (fast train) segment connecting Tokyo to Kyoto). Prior to completion, the expected amount to be spent on preparing the Expo site alone was an estimated 100 billion yen. In addition, 640 billion yen was to be invested in public works in the surrounding areas, such as highways in and around Kyoto, Osaka and Kobe. , 1950 -1980 , in A. Sorensen and C. Funck, ed., Living Cities in Japan: Citizens' Movements, Machizukuri and Local Environments (London: Routledge, 2007 , 49. iv Kansai or Kinki region are terminologies which have historically developed to describe different geographical limitations and at present day can be used interchangeably to refer to the southern-central region of the Japanese main island, which mainly includes the prefectures of Osaka, Kyoto, Nara, Wakayama, Hyogo and Shiga. The French Geographer Jean Gottman (1915 -1994 coined the term Megalopolis in 1961. The term is now currently used to refer to a region of a multinuclear characteristic constituted of several distinct urban systems well-integrated through a network of transportation and communication with a population of a minimum of 25 million inhabitants. The Tokaido megalopolis or the Pacific Belt was a result of the intensive urbanization of the area surrounding the ancient Tokaido road main route of travel to Edo during the medieval period. At present, it extends from Ibaraki Prefecture on the north until Fukuoka Prefecture in the south with more than one thousand kilometers.
xxi One interesting analysis of the central and management function of those cities in comparison to all other Japanese cities, places Tokyo, Osaka and Nagoya at the top ranking. At the same time, when Osaka is placed within a metropolitan network its rate is further improved. T. Yamaguchi and The Japan Section of The Regional Science Association, 'Japanese cities: their functions and characteristics', Papers and proceedings of the Far East Conference of the Regional Science Association, vol. 3 (Tokyo: University of Tokyo, 1969) , 141-56. xxii Shiga Prefecture, within which 98% of the entire Lake Biwa and its catchments area lies, was economically underdeveloped up until middle of the 1970s. The strong desire of the watershed communities for economic and regional development of the lake watershed was partially fulfilled by the Kinki Region Improvement Law (KRIL) of 1963 in which the lake watershed was designated as a development zone within the framework of the national development plan for the Kinki Region. T. Kira, S. Ide, F. Fukada, and M. Nakamura, Lake Biwa: Experience and lessons learned brief, xxxiv In Japanese universities, professors are responsible for the supervision of the work of a group, generally called a 'laboratory', whose members are undergraduate and graduate students, as well as researchers, and sometimes also include assistant and associate professors. Independent of the area of study or type of activity, this denomination can be used for groups which carry on research in humanities or in fundamental sciences, for example. Most important, the use of the term 'laboratory' carries the notion that the research of one specific group maintains a theoretical unity centered in the ideas of its founder professor. xxxv He was in 1959 the vice-president of the Architectural Institute of Japan and wrote extensively on urban related themes; see more in A. Flores Urushima, 'Genesis and Culmination of Uzo's Nishiyama proposal', 393-4. Central government representatives and other business circles of the Kansai region considered some ideas of Nishiyama polemical, nevertheless, he was a representative public personality known inside circles of specialists and also by the general public. For example, in 1967 the most important Japanese television channel NHK, broadcasted a drama entitled Kenchi to sumire produced under influence of Nishiyama's book 'Chronicle about ways of living' Sumikata no ki. xxxvi A. Flores Urushima, 'Genesis and culmination of Uzō Nishiyama's proposal of a "model core of a future city" xxxvii As an example, between 1967-1972 the central government required a general plan for the national land development to refer the future intervention in metropolitan areas, medium and small-sized cities, and rural districts. Among the 19 groups that submitted proposals, nine groups have finally been selected to receive during three years the financial support of more than nine million yens each. The great majority of the selected researchers were affiliated to institutions in Tokyo inside a network of researchers closely related with the central government ministries of Construction, Agriculture, Home and Foreign Affairs. The only exceptions were the Nagoya group from the Nanzan University and the Kansai group, headed by Uzō Nishiyama, which counted with a planning team of 12 members, supported by a multi-disciplinary team of more than 160 researchers from the Kansai region. 
